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The battle was delayed for a day while the
Allies awaited the arrival of eighteen squadrons
under General Withers that were coming from
Tournai. Marlborough was willing to begin with-
out them, but Eugene refused and it seems that
he was right. For, although the extra day enabled
Villars to fortify further his formidable position.
Withers' men were to play a decisive part.

The battle opened on September 1i, as planned,
with a fierce attack on the French wings resting
on or in the woods. The resistance was unex-
pectedly severe. On the left wing of the Allies
the splendid Dutch Blue Guards were mown
down. On the right, commanded by Prince
Eugene, the Germans were at first successful, but
then checked. Marlborough had personally to
go up and call a halt to prevent the annihilation
of the Dutch on the left. Some blamed the young
Dutch prince who had bravely led the charge for
going beyond his orders and making a reality of
an attack which was only intended as a feint.
There was no basis for this. Both French wings
had to be assaulted simultaneously. But the
battle was decided on the right largely by the
arrival of Withers3 men, who entered the woods
at the extreme north by an unguarded path and
threatened to outflank the whole French position.
Villars denuded his centre to meet the threat and
a desperate and bloody struggle swayed to and
fro on the western edge of the woods. The redans
were left almost defenceless and the British
infantry was able to clear the way for a cavalry
advance and the French line split asunder.
Villars was badly wounded just as he heard